
 

 

Press Note: 

 

Apeejay Kolkata Literary Festival 2015 – Day 4 & 5 

Event:  ‘Oxford Junior Bookfest’  

Kolkata, 17th & 18th January, 2015: Apeejay Kolkata Literary Festival 2015 in association with 

The Creative Arts and Oxford Junior organized an activity-packed and fun filled festival, for the 

school children aimed at promoting love for books and imbibing reading habits in the future 

generation. The sessions were conducted by litterateur Nabaneeta Dev Sen, who engaged the 

children with readings from her work along with other renowned personalities like S.V. Raman, 

novelist Anjana Basu, and eminent theatre actors like Ramanjit Kaur, Baishali Charrerjee Dutt, 

Suktara Lal amongst others. The junior bookfest offered interactive sessions like story-telling, 

role-playing, improvisation along with the participating children getting an opportunity to 

interact with the best minds from the literary and cultural arena.  

 

The bookfest spread over a period of two days witnessed participation of students from 

renowned schools of the city includes Calcutta International School, Modern High School for 

Girls, Sri Sri Academy, Akshar School, Gems Akademia, South Point School, St. James, St. 

Xavier's, La Martiniere for Girls, La Martiniere for Boys, Lakshmipat Singhania Academy within 

an age group of 5 to 13 years. 

 

About:  

Nabaneeta Dev Sen: Nabaneeta Dev Sen was born in 1938 in Calcutta into a family of well-

known poets -- her father was Narendra Dev and her mother was Radharani Devi. Her name 

was chosen for her by Rabindranath Tagore himself. Nabaneeta Dev Sen is one of the most 

versatile Bengali female writers of India today. Her spontaneity, unique style of expression, vast 

and varied experience of life is evident in her poems, short stories, novels, features, and essays. 

She was a professor of Comparative Literature at Jadavpur University in Calcutta. She is the 

founder and president of West Bengal Women Writers' Association. Her first collection of 

poems Pratham Pratyay was published in 1959. She now has many books to her credit in a 

variety of genres: short stories, essays, travelogues, poetry, fiction, children's literature, verse-

plays, humour. Even her most scholarly essays are remarkable for the charming prose and 

sense of humour.  

 



Ramanjit Kaur:  
Ramanjit Kaur has been working as the lead Actor with Neelam ManSingh Chowdhry’s ‘The 
Company’ for over two decades. Her performance career has taken her all over India and to 
Festivals worldwide, including Uk, France, Germany, Japan, Singapore, Dubai, Pakistan Australia 
etc. She has trained at Centre School of Speech and Drama, UK ; London Academy of music and 
Dramatic Arts, UK; Birmingham School of Speech and Drama, UK; Improbable Theatre, UK and 
Theatre du Soleil, France. Her Film Credits include Deepa Mehta’s ‘Videsh- Heaven On Earth’, 
Deepa Mehta’s ‘Fire’, Samir Mehanovich’s ‘Ananth’ 
 
In 2002, Ramanjit branched out on her own as Artistic Director of ‘The Creative Arts’, a 
company she founded with the aim of offering Theatre training to children and adults and now 
known for exploring experimental genres such as Site-Specific Theatre, Theatre Science, 
Theatre as Therapy or Theatre for Development. She made her International directorial 
debut at the Lylian Baylis Studio, UK in 2008, with the play ‘Crab Soup’, as part of the 
International Theatre Science Festival. She has also conceived and directed many plays 
including Site-Specific productions like ‘Is Job Charnock coming to dinner? ‘, ‘Upon A Yarn’ and 
‘The Merry Go Round’. Since 2011, she has been directing plays with all-women cast, like 
National Award winning play ‘Baawre Mann Ke Sapne’, ‘Simayon Se Parey ‘ and ‘Khatti Imli 
Meethe Ber’ 
 

Shuktara Lal:   
Shuktara Lal is children's director at the studio theatre, The Creative Arts, where she conducts theatre 

and creative writing classes for children. She also works in the area of drama therapy and theatre for 

empowerment and has collaborated with rights organizations like Kolkata Sanved, Children in Pain 

(CHIP), Hamari Muskan, Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women (GAATW) and Jadavpur University and 

UNICEF's community radio programme. Shuktara has worked in several theatre productions with groups 

like Padatik, Spandan, The Red Curtain and Theatrecian. She has directed four full-length plays as well as 

various children's productions. Outside of theatre, she writes and works with the publishing house, 

Writers Workshop.  

Baisali Chatterjee Dutt: 

Baisali Chatterjee Dutt is a former columnist and agony aunt for "Mother & Baby" magazine and 

contributor to "Parent & Child" magazine. She has compiled and edited two volumes for the 'Chicken 

Soup for the Indian Soul' series, namely the volumes "On Friendship" and "Celebrating Brothers and 

Sisters". She has also contributed to ten of their other title. She has just finished writing a biography on 

one of Calcutta's leading luminaries in the fashion world. Her other great passion is theatre. She has 

performed with some of the countries top English theatre groups such as ART and Theatre Club in 

Bangalore, Raell Padamsee's ACE Productions in Bombay and of course Calcutta's Red Curtain and 

Spandan. Currently she is drama facilitator at The Creative Arts studio run by Ramanjit Kaul as well as for 

South Point School. Born in New York, schooled in Bangalore with college in Delhi, Baisali Chatterjee Dutt 

now lives in Calcutta with her husband, two sons and mother-in-law. She has an MA in French from 

Jawaharlal Nehru University and when not writing or acting, she's either busy resisting chocolate or 

storing up on as many hugs as she possibly can from her thankfully-not-yet-teenage-boys. 

 



Mira Kakkar 

Mira Kakkar. Started a small, but vibrant Advertising Agency 30 years ago. Pioneered the first Social 

Communications NGO 20 years ago.  Initiated social movements in Kolkata with her Anti-drug Abuse 

campaign. Is the India Director of an American Social Movement that inspires people to lead bold and 

courageous lives.  Loves creating unusual ideas and designs. Loves singing, dancing and storytelling. 

Started a singing group called the 'Tolly Trillers'. Started a dance group called 'The Footlights'. Mira and 

her husband, Dippy, were the first to start a story-telling company called 'The Kathakars'. Mira takes a 

traditional tale, changes it to a more contemporary, fun script with song and choreography, and involves 

children to take part in her story-telling sessions. She totally agrees with the tribal proverb, "Those who 

tell stories rule the world!"  

Anjana Basu:  

Anjana Basu was born in Allahabad and started school in London. She works as an advertising consultant 

in Calcutta. Her poems have featured in an anthology brought out by Penguin India, Writer's Workshop 

and recently by Authorpress. The BBC has broadcast her short stories and Orient Longman brought out a 

collection called The Agency Raga. In America she has been published in Gowanus,The Blue Moon Review, 

 and Recursive Angel, to name a few. In Canada she has appeared in The Antigonish Review. The 

Edinburgh Review and The Saltzburg Review have also featured her work, In 2003, Harper Collins India 

brought out her novel Curses In Ivory. In 2004, she was awarded a Hawthornden Fellowship in Scotland 

where she worked on her second novel, Black Tongue published by Roli in 2007.  

In February 2010. her children's novel Chinku and the Wolfboy was brought out by Roli. Her novel 

Rhythms of Darkness published by Gyaana Books came out in October 2011.In the Shadow of the Leaves 

was brought out by TERI in 2014 and was launched at Oxford on July 25th, Jim Corbett's birthday. She has 

worked on scripts with director Rituparno Ghosh for Antarmahal and The Last Lear and has subtitled 

several of his films including Unishe April, Dahan and Chokher Bali. She has also  subtitled the Rahul Bose 

starrer, Antaheen and Egaro. Her byline has appeared in Vogue India, Conde Nast Traveller India, and 

India Today Travel Plus. She once wrote a food column for Times of India and a regular column for The 

Statesman. She reviews books for publications like Wasafiri and Outlook. 

 
About Apeejay Kolkata Literary Festival (AKLF):  
Apeejay Kolkata Literary Festival (AKLF) is Kolkata’s pioneering literary festival. Instituted in 
2010 by the Apeejay Surrendra Group and its heritage Oxford Bookstore on Park Street, AKLF 
grows out of the bookstore’s year round involvement with books, writers & publishers. In the 
six years since Kolkata saw her first literary festival in AKLF, literary festivals have mushroomed 
across the country, but AKLF stands apart with its unique identity as the only one with a  now 
94-year-old bookstore as its nucleus. AKLF offers an atmosphere of warm, welcoming intimacy, 
favors depth over size, and includes a variety of subjects from history to the environment. AKLF 
also celebrates Kolkata’s magnificent public monuments and heritage sites as settings for 
Festival events and eminent literati and cultural stalwarts from across India and overseas join 
the festival scheduled every year in the second week of January.  In 2015 AKLF explores 
literature as part of our tangible and intangible heritage, a theme that runs through several 
sessions of the festival. AKLF focusses on younger writers, newer voices and fresh audiences in 
its ongoing attempt to build an audience for books and reading. Prominent personalities 



attending will be Hanif Kureishi, Naseeruddin Shah, Charles Allen, John Elliott, Mohammed 
Hanif, Leila Seth, Michael Buckley, Upamanyu Chatterjee, David Davidar, Shekhar Gupta, Shashi 
Tharoor, Asish Nandy, Ramachandra Guha, Kishwar Desai, Nabaneeta Dev Sen amongst several 
others. There are some firsts in AKLF 2015. A heritage literary walk, a literary ‘adda’,a Young 
Adult litfest for high school students, a bloggers’ meet, a children’s bookfest crammed with 
activities, even a standup comic for the college crowd and a leadership training session for 
young teens on importance of character, karma and individual social responsibilityTM . Add to 
that our signature heritage site evenings at The Indian Museum, National Library, Victoria 
Memorial, Lascar War Memorial, indepth discussions, top of the line authors, thinkers and 
performers, and you have a literary experience not to be missed. And all absolutely free for 
Kolkata and her culture-loving audience. 
 

Stay connected with #AKLF2015 - twitter/@TheAKLF, Facebook/apeejaykolkataliteraryfestival 

For event videos & pictures Log On to http://www.aklf.in/ 

 

For media related information, please contact: Perfect Relations 
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